
It is my great pleasure to in-

troduce to you the first issue 

of the Kenya Embassy in 

France Bulletin. This, in my 

Kenyans in France gathered 

at the Kenyan Embassy in 

Paris, France on 27th August 

from 5 p.m. to celebrate 

Kenya’s rebirth.  

This celebration 

provided an oppor-

tunity to meet 

Kenya’s Ambassa-

dor Designate to 

France, H.E. Mrs. 

Salma Ahmed, who 

was introduced by 

Kenya’s Ambassa-

dor and Permanent 

D e l e g a t e  t o 

UNESCO, H.E. Dr 

Mary Khimulu. Both 

Ambassadors  took 

time to interact 

with guests. 

In her address, Ambassador 

Salma Ahmed underscored 

the struggle that has pre-

ceded the success of the new 

constitution thus making it a 

milestone in our history. 

Adding that a new journey 

had begun, she urged the 

Kenyan community to be 

harmonious and united and 

encouraged them to contrib-

ute to Kenya’s growth. 

Kenyans in turn raised 

issues and challenges 

they were facing in 

France and the Ambas-

sador promised to 

work with them to 

find solutions. She reit-

erated that the Kenyan 

Embassy was home to 

all Kenyans living in 

France irrespective of 

their status and that its 

doors would always be 

open to them. 
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H.E. Mrs. Salma Ahmed celebrates the promulga-

tion of the new constitution with Kenyans 

Bulletin  

opinion, is a powerful tool of 

communication that enables 

us to share the manner in 

which we as an Embassy have 

implemented our nation’s 

foreign policy. 

Indeed, the strategic plan of 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

titled “Turning global chal-

lenges into opportunities 

through innovative diplo-

macy” places heavy emphasis 

on economic diplomacy 

which will drive efforts in 

contributing to the realisation 

of Vision 2030. This is why 

we organised a successful 

trade mission to promote 

tourism, trade and agriculture 

between Kenya and France. 

The Kenya Embassy in Paris, 

France participated in various 

trade, cultural and sports 

events in order to contribute 

towards Kenya’s national 

development and to promote 

Kenya’s image and prestige in 

our host country and coun-

tries of accreditation.  

I hope you will enjoy reading 

this issue and I wish you a 

merry Christmas and a pros-

perous 2011.  

H.E. Mrs. Salma Ahmed 

Ambassador of the Republic 

of Kenya to France 

http://www.kenyaembassyparis.org/kenyans-in-france-celebrate-promulgation-of-the-constitution
http://www.kenyaembassyparis.org/kenyans-in-france-celebrate-promulgation-of-the-constitution
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The trade conference was 

an opportunity for interac-

tion and exchange of ideas  

MAGICAL KENYA: A HAVEN FOR INVESTMENT 

The Kenya-France Trade 

Mission was a 3-day 

event held in Septem-

ber, 2010. 

It was marked by con-

ferences and B2B meet-

ings with French and 

Kenyan business men 

and women, companies, 

business institutions and 

government officials with 

the objective of strength-

ening and expand-

ing existing trade 

and investment 

relations. Each day 

was dedicated to a 

specific sector 

(trade, tourism and 

agriculture) 

The Kenyan Assis-

tant Minister for 

Trade, Hon. Simon 

Ogari, led a Kenyan 

Trade delegation to 

France to attend the   

Trade and Investment 

Conference that took 

place at the MEDEF  

(Movement of French En-

terprises) Headquarters. 

The conference was at-

tended by representatives 

of about 20 French compa-

nies and about 30 partici-

pants from Kenya. 

Kenyan business and in-

vestment opportunities 

were presented to the 

French participants and 

this was reinforced by suc-

cess testimonials from 

French companies based in 

Kenya.   

The Kenyan presentations 

were made by the Minister 

of Agriculture, Hon. Dr. 

Sally Kosgei, the Kenyan 

Ambassador to France, 

H.E. Mrs. Salma Ahmed, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

from the Ministry of 

Planning and Vision 

2030, Kenya Invest-

ment Authorities, 

Export Processing 

Zones Authority, 

Horticultural Crop 

Development au-

thority and Kenya 

Coffee Board. 

 This was followed 

by one to one meet-

ings with investor 

companies and insti-

The day was also marked 

by visits to the stand , a 

round table meeting and a 

press conference. Tour 

operators present were 

given the opportunity to 

raise questions and also 

give their views and ideas 

on the sector.  

A press conference was 

held at Top Resa on the 

21st September 2010, 

where Hon. Najib Balala 

 The theme of 

the tourism day 

during the trade 

miss ion was 

“Magical Kenya , 

a haven for in-

vestment”. It 

took place in the 

context of the 

IFTM Top Resa, France’s 

international travel and 

tourism trade fair in which 

Kenya had a stand.  

Kenya’s 

Minister for 

Tourism 

Najib  

Balala  

during the  

Q&A  

session 

K E N Y A  E M B A S S Y  I N  F R A N C E   

(L-R) Hon. Katoo Ole Metito, Hon Dr. 
Sally Kosgei and Hon. Simon Ogari du-

ring the Trade and Investment Conference 

KENYA: THE GATEWAY TO AFRICA 

Minister of Tourism and 

Mr. Muriithi Ndegwa Man-

aging Director of Kenya  

Tourist Board addressed 

the press.  

Mr. Ndegwa made a pres-

entation on the factors  

that have helped Kenya in 

the growth of tourism by 

30% as compared to 2008 

such as development in 

products, hotels, airlines 

and campaigns.   

KENYA 

HOLDS 

SUCCESSFUL 

TRADE  

MISSION IN 

FRANCE  
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stitution held at the Kenyan Em-
bassy in Paris on 27th August 

2010, the Kenyan Diaspora ex-

pressed their interest in invest-

ment opportunities in Kenya. .  

The government’s participation 
at this Diaspora conference con-

firms its all-encompassing ap-

proach to Diaspora matters and 

the importance it attaches to 

them. 

The Government representatives 
to this conference as well as the 

Bank of Africa welcomed views 

from the Diaspora. It was noted 

that Kenyans living abroad ac-

quire qualifications and compe-
tences through higher learning 

and employment that could serve 

the country. The Diaspora Con-

ference was also a platform for 

discussion and exchange further 
promoting harmony and unity. In 

this regard, there was consensus 

on the importance of unity in the 

expression of Diaspora views.  

The Kenyan Embassy in Paris, 
France held a Diaspora Confer-

ence in September 2010, at 

MEDEF Headquarters. It ended 

the Trade and Investment day 
held at the same Venue, which 

was part of the larger Kenya 

France Trade Mission 2010 

geared towards strengthening 
existing links between Kenya and 

France and paving the way for 

new ones. 

The identification of the Dias-

pora as a key pillar of Kenya’s 

Foreign policy combined with the 
introduction of dual citizenship in 

the new constitution has elicited 

interest in patriotic investing 

among Kenyan Community living 

in France. During the celebration 
of the promulgation of the con-

DIASPORA MEETING PROMOTES INVESTMENT IN KENYA 

KENYAN PRODUCTS: GROWN UNDER THE SUN 
The agriculture conference, 

that was part of the 3-day 

Kenya France Trade Mission 

took place at the Rungis 

International Market. This is 

the biggest wholesale mar-

ket in Europe, which covers 

over 440 hectares.  

Products sold in the market 

include fruits, vegetables, 

flowers,  meat, fish, seafood, 

poultry and dairy products. 

Clients are mainly distribu-

tors, import/export traders 

as well as restaurant owners 

who come from as far as 

the Netherlands and the 

United Kingdom for sup-

plies.  

The conference’s objective 

was two-fold: first, to bring 

together Kenyan exporters 

and growers of vegetables 

and flowers with French 

buyers and also to improve 

the image of Kenyan agricul-

tural products with regard 

to environmental friendly 

farming methods, carbon 

emission in the transporta-

tion of the same and labour 

conditions in farms. 

Participants of the Rungis 

conference were mainly 

from the fruits, vegetables 

and flower sectors as well 

as  transport and logistics 

companies.  

The Kenyan delegation was 

led by the Minister of Agri-

culture, Hon. Dr. Sally Kos-

gei. Others present included 

H.E. Mrs. Salma Ahmed, 

Kenya’s Ambassador to 

France as well as represen-

tatives from the Fresh Pro-

duce Exporters Association 

of Kenya, the Kenya Flower 

Council, the Horticultural 

Crops Development Au-

thority, French horticultural 

importers and Kenyan horti-

cultural producers and ex-

porters. 

The conference was pre-

ceded by a tour of the mar-

ket by bus to see the gen-

eral layout of the different 

sectors of the market and 

other products sold in the 

market that are produced in 

Kenya but not exported. 

The visit started with the 

flower section and ended 

with the vegetables section. 

Participants were also given 

a tour of the Dole establish-

ment to appreciate the dif-

ferent methods of value 

addition and packaging of 

fruits and vegetables. 

 

The Kenyan 

delegation 

during the tour 

of Rungis 

International 

Market 

H.E. Ambassador Salma Ahmed (sitted below MEDEF logo) 

welcomes Kenyans in France to the Diaspora Conference at 

MEDEF Headquarters in Paris, France.  
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Mr Edwin Maloba 

(Rt), First Counsel-

lor of the Kenya Em-

bassy in Paris, France 

poses for a photo 

with Mr Gerald On-

duso Oguna, Chair-

man of Kuza African 

Sanaa, and Mrs 

Wanja Karuri-

Roguez (Kenya Em-

bassy Paris, France) 

KENYA APPOINTS HONORARY CONSUL FOR SERBIA 

KENYA PARTICIPATES IN THE 38TH 

FESTIVAL OF PEACE IN SAINTES 
Kuza African Sanaa tradi-

tional dance group based in 

Nairobi represented Kenya 

in the 38th Peace Festival in 

Saintes, France. The Peace 

festival is the main event of 

the Association Cultures du 

Monde dans l’Arc Atlantic 

(World Cultures in the 

Atlantic Arc Association) 

which was founded in 

1969 by Mr Michel 

FORGEAU. The objec-

tive of the festival is to 

bring together the youth 

from different cultures, 

countries, backgrounds, 

religions and political 

affiliations around the 

theme of traditional 

dance performances to 

promote peace. 

 Over the past 38 years 

the festival has brought 

together more than 20,000 

dancers representing 430 

troupes from all over the 

world. The organisers have 

representatives in 80 coun-

tries. This was the first time 

that Kenya was selected to 

participate in the festival 

and happened to be the 

only African country. This 

year the festival hosted 

more than 400 youth mem-

bers from 14 dance 

troupes. An opening cere-

mony was held on the 8th 

of July and for two weeks 

the dance troupes showed 

their artistic, music and 

dance talents as well as 

traditional costumes in 

spectacles that were organ-

ized in Saintes and its envi-

rons. 

It is precisely such cultural 

events that elicit interest in 

a country. In fact, Mr 

Forgeau affirmed that fol-

lowing Costa Rica’s per-

formances three years in a 

row, many residents of 

Saintes visited the country. 

In this spirit, Mr Edwin 

Maloba, of the Kenyan Em-

bassy, urged spectators to 

visit Kenya and see more of 

its rich culture. For most, it 

was their first time to 

watch an African dance 

live and they were 

thrilled with the experi-

ence. Kenya’s participa-

tion reinforced the 

country’s identity as a 

destination with a rich 

cultural diversity and also 

presented an opportunity 

to express Kenya’s attach-

ment to the value of peace, 

which is a key pillar of our 

Foreign Policy. 

Mr. Misko Subotic in a  

discussion with Amb. Patrick 

Wamoto during the occasion 

K E N Y A  E M B A S S Y  I N  F R A N C E   

From left: Kuza African Sanaa danc-

ers alongside a dance troupe from 

Haiti during the collective dance of 

the closing ceremony . 

Mr.  Misko Subotic was 

appointed the first honor-

ary consul for Kenya in 

Serbia. He is an established 

businessman and has had 

business ties in Kenya for 

the last 17 years.   

Diplomatic and Political 

Affairs Secretary, Amb Pat-

rick Wamoto presented 

Mr. Subotic with the letter 

of commission, appointing 

him to be Kenya’s honorary 

counsul. 

While congratulating him 

on his appointment Amb. 

Wamoto said that Mr. 

Subotic’s vast experience in 

the business sector was an 

added advantage to the 

country, and hoped that he 

will strive to advance trade 

and economic ties between 

Kenya and Serbia.  

“Kenya is the gateway to 

the expansive East African 

market and Serbians can 

take advantage of the un-

tapped market and invest in 

the region” said Amb. Wa-

moto. 

Mr. Subotic thanked the 

Kenyan government for 

honouring him with the 

appointment and assured 

Amb. Wamoto that he 

would endeavour to ad-

vance trade and economic 

ties between the two coun-

tries. 

Mr. Subotic welcomed 

Kenya’s new constitution, 

as it offers more comfort 

for business people to in-

vest in Kenya. He said that 

the honorary consuls can 

also take advantage of the 

dual citizenship for more 

personalized services, as it 

allows for ease of move-

ment and interactions. 
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Kenya was the Guest Country 

at the 19th Dieppe Fair which 

was held from the 1st to 4th 

October 2010, in Dieppe, Nor-

mandy Region, France. The Sea-

Front Fair attracts over 6000 

visitors from all over France 

each year. The main theme for 

this year was Eco Solutions and 

most exhibitors were in related 

industries. However, the Fair 

has traditionally always incorpo-

rated activities and industries 

that are not related to the prin-

cipal theme, in order to give it a 

lively ambiance and promote 

novelties. In particular, coun-

tries are encouraged to partici-

pate and bring their cultures to 

the doorstep of the Dieppois 

(the people of Dieppe). 

As guest country, Kenya had 

the biggest stand among the 90 

exhibitors, strategically located 

at the entrance to the Fair. The 

Kenyan stand, mainly promoting 

tourism, received accolades 

during the inauguration cere-

mony on Friday 1st October. 

The ceremony was attended by 

officials from the town of 

Dieppe, including the Mayor as 

well as the Director of the Fair, 

the Chairman of Friends of the 

Indian Ocean and Kenya Em-

bassy Officials. 

Kenya was invited to be the 

Country of Honour following 

an official visit by Kenya’s for-

mer Ambassador to France, 

H.E. Mr. Elkanah Odembo to 

the town of Dieppe in Decem-

ber 2009, during which he met 

with Dieppe’s Mayor, Mr Se-

bastien Jumel. The visit was 

organized by the Chairman of 

Friends of the Indian Ocean, Mr 

Francis Herbet, with whom the 

Kenyan Embassy in France has 

had strong relations for more 

than 20 years. 

The Kenyan Embassy’s partici-

pation in this fair falls in line 

with its strategy to promote 

Kenya’s visibility in the regions 

of France. The Kenyan stand’s 

popularity among visitors to the 

trade fair was a strong indicator 

that this objective was achieved. 

It contributes to the tourism 

s e c t o r 

goals in 

Vision 2030 

which seek 

to attract 3 

million in-

ternational 

visitors by 

2012. In 

the area of 

Sports di-

p l o m a c y , 

the inaugu-

ration ceremony 

presented an 

opportunity to 

reiterate Kenya’s 

interest in pursu-

ing a programme proposed by 

Friends of the Indian Ocean to 

bring Kenya’s upcoming athletes 

and sportsmen to train in Nor-

mandy. Mr Francis Herbet at-

tended the 2010 African Athletics 

Championship held in Nairobi 

from 28th July to 1st August 2010 

during which he met with Officials 

from the Ministry of Youth and 

Sports to whom the proposed 

programme was presented. 

They also provided information 

to guests regarding the various 

AMREF programmes and the 

ways in which they can be sup-

ported. 

The Kenya Embassy identified 

the AMREF annual fund raising 

gala as a strategic event to pro-

mote Kenya’s image in France 

owing to the VIP guest list and 

prestigious venue. During last 

year’s dinner, a video clip of 

AMREF’s activities in Kenya was 

shown during dinner. 

AMREF CHARITY GALA A RESOUNDING SUCCESS 

Mrs. Mildred Otunga and Mrs. Nancy 

Njoroge of the Kenya Embassy in Paris, 

France present gifts to  Mr Sébastien 

Jumel (Mayor of Dieppe and, Mr Patrick 

Bordier (Director of Dieppe Trade Show  

Ʒ7  

Dubbed AfriCan 2010, this 

year’s solidarity evening in-

cluded the 14 African countries 

which celebrated their inde-

pendence this year and aimed 

to close the Year of Africa in 

France in style.  

The Kenya Embassy in Paris, 

France provided hosts and 

hostesses dressed in Maasai 

attire to make the event lively. 

Their duties included distribu-

tion and collection of commit-

ment documents and prepara-

tion of items to be auctioned. 

Hostesses clad in Maasai attire were at hand to 

ensure the event ran smoothly  
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K E N Y A  E M B A S S Y  I N  F R A N C E   

was to discuss investment 

opportunities in Kenya as 

well as possible cooperation 

between tourism institutes 

in Normandy and Kenya. In 

addition to this, members 

present discussed possibili-

ties of cultural exchange 

between students from both 

countries and the possibility 

of offering training facilities 

to athletes.  

Mr. Francis Herbet, pre-

sented a brief history of the 

Association of the Friends of 

the Indian Ocean, and em-

phasized on the fact that the 

objective of the Association 

was to promote countries 

within the Indian Ocean 

notably by promoting prod-

ucts from these countries. 

He added that the port of 

Le Havre played a big role 

in job creation in the Nor-

mandy region, and that ships 

leave the port of Le Havre 

for Kenya every month. He 

also pointed out that in 

France, the Normandy re-

gion is ranked as the second 

economic partner to Kenya. 

He then added that there 

were 27 Companies from 

Normandy that work with 

Kenya. 

The First Counsellor pre-

sented an overview of 

Kenya’s economy, and made 

a presentation on invest-

ment opportunities in 

Kenya as per the Vision 

2030’s flagship projects. 

KENYA EMBASSY PROMOTES INVESTIMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES IN KENYA IN GRAND QUEVILLY  

Mr. Peter Musyoki took the 

third position in the 10 KM 

race (00:32:12) and Mr. 

Jared Onsare emerged 

forth in the semi marathon 

(01:12:40) 

H.E. Mrs. Salma Ahmed also 

met with Kenyans in Lyon . 

She briefed them about the 

investment opportunities in 

Kenya for the Diaspora, 

informing them on how to 

go about investing in Kenya. 

She also briefed them about 

the new constitution that 

was promulgated by H.E. 

President Mwai Kibaki on 

27th August, 2010, and how 

Kenyans in the Diaspora 

would benefit from dual 

As part of our sports 

diplomacy, the Kenya 

Embassy in Paris, 

France led by Her Ex-

cellency Ambassador 

Salma Ahmed was in 

Lyon to participate at 

the Lyon Marathon in 

October 2010. She first 

met with Kenyan ath-

letes that were in attendance 

to give them words of motiva-

tion and answer some of their 

questions. 

Out of the 10,000 participants 

in the 1st Edition of the Lyon 

marathon, were 2 Kenyan 

athletes who did Kenya very 

proud. Both of them were 

among the top 5.  

citizenship.  The Ambassador 

encouraged them to pursue 

their studies to completion in 

order to be competitive in 

the global job market. 

SPORTS DIPLOMACY IN PRACTICE IN LYON 

H.E. Mrs.. Salma Ahmed 

and Mr. Christophe 

Thévenon, Cofely regional 

director (official sponsors 

of the event) congratulat-

ing Mr. Peter Musyoki at 

the finish line. Peter 

emerged third in the 10 

KM race. 

The Kenya Embassy in Paris, 

France had a meeting with the 

Association of the 

Friends of the Indian 

Ocean in November 

2010 at the Socio-

Cultural Centre Fran-

çois Mitterand in Grand 

Quevilly, Normandy 

Region. 

At this meeting organ-

ized by the Chairman of 

the Association of the Friends 

of the Indian Ocean, Mr. Francis 

Herbet, were around 20 repre-

sentatives of  various institu-

tions in Grand Quevilly includ-

ing Ms. Nicole Dion, Deputy 

Mayor in charge of civil status 

and administrative affairs at the 

Grand Quevilly Mayor’s office.  

The objective of this meeting 

Mr. Edwin Maloba, 

First Counsellor of the 

Kenya Embassy Paris, 

in France  and his team 

during the meeting 

H.E. Mrs. Salma Ahmed with 

Mr. Thierry BRAILLARD the 

Deputy Mayor of Lyon in charge 

of sports  
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NEWS IN PICTURES 

A Kenya Airways employee presents the com-

panyôs services to a visitor at the stand  during 

the Top Resa international tourism fair 

Kenyaôs Minister for Tourism Najib Balala during 

the tourism conference  

The Kenyan delegation during the agricultural con-

ference at Rungis Market 

Kenya Airways Country Manager-France Greta 

Swings and Hon. Najib Balala during the tour-

ism conference  

Kenyan Ambassador to France Salma Ahmed 

and French Ambassador to Kenya Elisabeth Bar-

bier share a light moment during the trade con-

ference  

French Ambassador to Kenya Elisabeth Barbier 

and Patrick Lucas, chairman of MEDEF Interna-

tional Africa Committee during the trade confer-

ence  



and volunteers from the Kenyan 

Diaspora and the Versailles commu-

nity served Kenyan delicacies. 

After their races, runners were 

treated to a massage by Velleda 

personnel at the massage stand and 

The Kenya Embassy in Paris, France 

in collaboration with Fungana Asso-

ciation, the town of Versailles and 

the Athletics Union of Versailles 

organised the second edition of 

Fungana Kenya Cross Country 

which was held in November 2010 

at the prestigious Château de Ver-

sailles. 

Despite the rainy weather, over 300 

runners turned up for the 5 cross 

country races (children, teens, 

youth, men and women) that were 

scheduled. More than a hundred 

volunteers braved the weather to 

participate in this event all day long.  

Among the various stands at the 

event was the Kenyan tourism 

stand, where Kenya Airways and 

the Kenya Embassy jointly pro-

moted Kenya as a tourist destina-

tion.  

There was also a Kenyan food 

stand at which the Kenyan Embassy 

given a goodie bag of Kenyan prod-

ucts. 

The event sought to promote Kenya 

as a sporting nation, in line with the 

Kenya’s sports diplomacy objectives. 

It also aimed to promote Kenya’s 

athletes in France and the cul-

tural values they incarnate; 

peace, solidarity and develop-

ment. All proceeds of the event 

(approximately 2000€) were 

donated to Fungana Association 

which raises funds for educa-

tional projects in Kenya through 

sports events.  

This year’s proceeds shall be 

used to construct a canteen in 

Gome Primary School Mombasa 

and hence ensure that the 

children have at least one 

meal a day and can take 

better advantage of the 

free primary school educa-

tion. 

3 rue Freycinet 

75116 Paris  

France 

Tel : +33 (0)1 56 62 25 25 

Fax: +33 (0)1 47 20 44 41 

E-mail: info@ambassade-kenya.fr 

Website: www.kenyaembassyparis.org  

OUR MISSION 

To advance the interests of Kenya through innovative 

diplomacy. 
 

Our core functions include: 

- Promoting Kenya’s Foreign Policy 

- Representing Kenya in our countries of accredita-

tion 

- Promoting and protecting Kenya’s National Inter-

ests 

- Strengthening, initiating and facilitating bilateral co-

operation and partnership between Kenya and our 

accredited region in the areas of economics, poli-

tics, education, development and defence 

- Promoting Kenya as a trade, investment and tour-

ism destination 

- Promoting and facilitating science, technology and 

knowledge transfer from our accredited region to 

Kenya 

- Strategic engagement of the Kenyan Diaspora 

- Provision of consular services 

 

Embassy of Kenya in France 

RUNNING FOR A WORTHY CAUSE 

Comments on any issues should be  

directed to the Ambassador  

L-R: Mr Edwin Maloba, First Counsellor, Kenya 

Embassy , Mrs Annie Cartier, Sales & Marketing 

Manager for Kenya Airways France, the winner of 

the return ticket to Kenya and raffle winners 


